4	THE  MEMOIRS  OP JACQUES  CASANOVA
that in this action I had been true to my name, for in the
Hebrew language Jacob means 'supplanter.'
Some few weeks after this my father died of an abscess
in the head: he was only thirty-six, and was an especial
favourite with the aristocracy. Two clays before his death
he gathered his children round his bed to say farewell. My
mother was there, and three Venetian noblemen niumxl
Grimani; the latter promised solemnly to be our protectors
and patrons. Having given us his blessing, my father made
my mother swear that none of us should be brought up to
the stage. The three patricians witnessed her vow, and
undertook to see that she kept it. "She was still young and
beautiful, and after her husband's death had many offers
of marriage, but she refused them all, trusting to Provi-
dence and her own resources to bring us up,
It was decided that I should be put to school at Padua, so
my mother and the Abbe Grimani took me, aged nine, to
that town in a burchiello> by the Brenta canal A hurchtrtlo
is like a little floating house. There is a dining-room, with
a small cabin at each end, a kitchen, and rooms for the
servants. We embarked at ten o'clock at night, and were
eight hours on the water. At Padua, I was handed over,
with my trunk and all it contained, to an old woman, who,
for a sequin a month, agreed to board and lodge we, keep
ine clean, and send me to school. She grumbled at the sum,
though she accepted it, and said it was not enough, at the
same time eagerly pocketing her six months' pay in advance,
I was kissed and told to be a good boy, and that is how
they got rid of me.
My bed was in a garret, with those of three otlaer boys,
and the servant who looked after us. The old woman was as
big and bony as a grenadier. My new companions received
me kindly. When we sat down to dinner a wooden spoon
was given me which I refused, calling out loudly for my
pretty silver one, but I was told that at school I must do as
the others did, and as they had wooden spoons I must be
content with the like. The soup was not bad, but it was

